KQTZEBUES   DEATH                         lip

the kingdom ; while already keen observers could see
that a struggle was in preparation for the rescue of
Italy from the bondage in which she had been cast
by the Allied Sovereigns. There was in Germany at
that time a popular dramatist named Kotzebue, some
of whose plays were once very popular in England,
and in adapted form and in English translation held
their place on our stage for a long time, although one
of them was satirised by James and Horace Smith in
" The Rejected Addresses," and by Thackeray in
" Pendennis." Kotzebue had held several offices under
Russia, and was suspected, and indeed was known to
be in the habit of sending frequent letters to the
Emperor of Russia ; and it was understood that the
object of the letters was to direct the Emperor's
attention to the movement going on among the
students all over Prussia in favour of national liberty
and independence. A young fanatic of the time, a
Jena student, named Sand, driven to frenzy by what
he had heard of Kotzebue's doings, gave with his own
hand the unhappy poet a death more tragic than any
described in the poet's own gloomiest drama. Sand
was tried, found guilty, and sent to execution at once,
and his death was made the occasion for a great
popular demonstration in honour of his memory. Of
course, no one could attempt to justify the murder
committed by Sand ; but such deeds often come as
the warning to tell despotic rulers that people are
growing impatient of their rule. No warning, howr-
ever, was taken by the Sovereigns of the Continent,
whose only idea, beyond immediate measures of
repression, was to get together another European